RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                            3
It followed some time after, that a gentleman of a very good estate courted the youngest of these daughters ; and making very handsome proposals to her father, (for he offered to settle 600/. per annum upon her,) the father was exceedingly pleased with the match, he being a gentleman, thoroughly well-bred, an agreeable person, and, in a word, nothing appearing to give the least reason why he should not be as acceptable to the lady as he was to the father.
As he came thus recommended to the father, there appeared nothing disagreeable in it to the young lady, nor had she at his first appearance the least exception to make against the gentleman as to his person. Indeed, as to his estate, though her fortune was very handsome, yet his was so far beyond it, that there was no comparison in the case; and besides all this, she had this engaging circumstance in the proposal, viz.. that she being the youngest of the three daughters, the gentleman had passed over her two eldest sisters, and had singled her out by his more particular fancy, giving her that undeniable mark of his aifection, viz., that she would be the wife of his choice, and consequently that she would have an uncommon, security of the sincerity of his love to her.
The father opposed his proposal a little at first, as a slight offered to his eldest daughters; but the gentleman told him, that he hoped, if he accepted his design of coming into his family, he would give him leave to take the person his judgment had made choice of, and that he thought he might be happy with; that it would be a very hard circumstance to him, and what he could not think of with patience, to marry one of his daughters and be in love with another; that he was very far from offering any slight to the eldest, letting him
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